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3 May 2007 
 
Information on the Atwood Blog! 
 
The new ‘blog’ has been running for a few weeks now.  Feedback from a number of 
parents is that the whole concept of a blog may be new to many people, and therefore 
they are unsure of how to access it. 
 
So here’s a simple guide to get you going… 
 
“A blog (short for web log) is a website where entries are made and displayed in a 
reverse chronological order.” (Wikipedia) 
 
Our blog is an area on our website where parents, carers, staff, governors and, indeed, 
any other interested ‘stakeholder’, are able to comment on issues raised.   
 
As head teacher, I will write about something (see the example below), either to make a 
statement, or to invite comments from stakeholders, that will enable us to gauge feelings, 
and even to steer policy.  Any comments made are checked before they go live on the 
website. 
 
This could be a really easy way for you to have your say about things – it’s up to you to 
become involved.   
 
Have a look at our blog by going to www.atwood.eu/blog 
 
There is also a link on our main page.  You will see something like this: 

 
The most recent 
entry appears at 
the top. 
 
If anyone has 
commented, you 
will be able to 
read these 
entries by 
clicking here. 
 
Also notice the 
‘Register’ and 
‘Login’ links (see 
next page). 
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Anyone is able to read anything on the blog, but only ‘registered’ people are able to post 
anything.  I would therefore urge you to register.  It is a simple process and gives you 
added features, such as being able to receive new comments without having to log onto 
the site. 
 
Clicking on ‘Register’ presents you with this screen: 
 

 
 
Type in a ‘username’ – can be anything you like and you 
will be told if it is already taken.  It is helpful if you can 
be identified, so ‘janesmith’ would be better than 
something unrelated.  
 
 
Put your email address here – a password will be 
emailed to you.  If you use spam filtering, please check 
your spam box or ‘junk’ items in case the email from the 
system gets blocked (the email will come from 
wordpress@atwood.eu). 
 
Click on ‘Register’. 
 

 
 
 
The screen will now change to a similar image, asking for your username and password: 

 
 
Enter your username and new password (from your 
email), and click ‘Login’. 
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You will be presented with a profile update page: 
 

 
 
Please enter your first name and last name.  This will ensure that if there are any posting 
issues in the future, I can tell if they are coming from real parents or not!  In the drop down 
box (‘Display name publicly as:’) you can choose whether to show your full name, first 
name, nickname, etc. 
 
You might like to change your password to something you can remember easily.  
However, please do not use a password you use for other, more important things, like your 
bank account password!  Although no one has access to the passwords stored on the 
system, if something did happen and somebody found out your password, I wouldn’t want 
the blame! 
 
Click on ‘Update Profile’ (you don’t need to complete the other sections, but you may). 
 
Once updated, clicking on the ‘Subscriptions’ tab at the top, gives you this screen: 
 
 

If you opt to be notified by email (ie click on the ‘HTML’ option and/or ‘Full Post’, and on 
the ‘Automatically subscribe me to newly created categories’) you will receive an email if 
the blog gets updated with new posts.  Make sure you put a tick in the ‘Head’s Blog’ box 
too. 
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Once you’ve clicked ‘Update Preferences’, click on ‘View site’ to return to the blog. 
 
 
 
 
That’s it!  You are now signed up to receive new messages, and you will be able to 
comment.  Just click on the word ‘Comment’ underneath a posting, and you will be able to 
leave your own reply.  Remember that when you comment, there will be a delay in your 
message going ‘live’ as I have to approve it first. 
 
 
Let’s hope that full use is made of the blog – governors will review its use in a couple of 
months. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Other information: 

 
In September we hope to be setting up parent ICT sessions, possibly on Wednesday 
afternoons.  This is part of our ‘Extended School’ provision.  Miss Hall will run the 
sessions, probably from 1.30 – 3.00pm and there will be a small charge per session.  I 
would expect to be able to accommodate around 15 parents for a half-term block (ie 
around 6/7 weeks) which will enable about 90 parents to benefit in the first year.  Further 
information will be issued towards the end of term when details have been finalised. 
 


